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Burns: A Team Approach. C P Artz et al. (ed) pp 583 £24 Eastbourne: Saunders 1979 This book on the clinical treatment of burns is the third to be produced at ten-year intervals by the Institute of Surgical Research, Brooke Army Medical Center, Texas. Written by 43 experienced American doctors, nurses and therapists, it is the most comprehensive account of modern burn management to date.
An attractive feature of the presentation is the way clinical teaching has been based on research and the pathology of trauma. Immense strides have been made in our understanding of the body's physiological response to injury, and new chapters on pulmonary and gastroduodenal disease and on nutrition result from this. The book reflects the 'team approach' which has improved burn management so strikingly in the last decade, and useful chapters on special nursing procedures, psychological care, rehabilitation and scar contractures are included. The absence of a chapter on child abuse by burning is surprising.
A few pages are written with North America in mind, but no one working in the burn field can fail to be stimulated by reading any chapter of the book. Doctors and nurses in poorer areas of the world should not think they are unable to give first-class care because they cannot afford a Hubbard tank, a graft-meshing machine, an electric dermatome, special burn beds and constant pressure elastic clothing. These devices are still expensive extras, to be considered only after a burn unit has been staffed by informed and devoted nurses and doctors.
DOUGLAS JACKSON

Formerly Consultant Surgeon Burns Unit. Birmingham Accident Hospital
Atlasof Nuclear Medicine, vol 4: Bone P E Dibos & H N Wagner jr pp 197 £25.50 Eastbourne: Saunders 1978 This volume is the fourth in a series of atlases which commenced in 1969 with the brain, has since had volumes devoted to the lungs and liver, and now moves on to the skeleton. Radioisotope bonescanning, which is now such a common investigation of skeletal and joint problems, provides excellent material for an illustrative atlas. Some of the images produced by the present generation of Gamma cameras are very decorative and a large variety of pathology can be illustrated. This volume begins by illustrating the changing appearances of the skeleton at different ages (although not entering into the problem of whether the elderly skeleton is different from the younger mature skeleton); it has a valuable section, which perhaps could be extended, concerning incidental findings and normal variations, and quite a substantial section dealing with various types of arthritis showing the increased sensitivity to local bone change compared to radiographic findings. Scans showing a large variety of benign lesions in bone are illustrated and briefly commented upon. 'In Paget's disease the bone scan abnormality may precede the radiographic change'. This statement may well be true but it would be interesting to have it illustrated. Certainly Paget's disease may be scan positive and radiographically negative, a phenomenon that may not be familiar to some people who look at bone scans. There is an excellent section on primary benign and malignant bone tumours and also on metastatic disease.
It is unfortunate that the illustrations are not of the quality that can be achieved in 1979, and my other regret is that the format does not allow for any detailed discussion of some of the fascinating cases illustrated. In general, however, this is an excellent teaching primer for those involved in looking at bone scans and also forms an atlas of the unusual to warn the unwary of misdiagnosing artefacts and benign pathology for serious skeletal disease.
J P LAVENDER
Consultant Radiologist Hammersmith Hospital
Immunological Tolerance and Enhancement
FPStuart&FWFitch ppl96 £14.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1979 This book describes mechanisms relevant to the induction of tolerance and enhancement and the final chapter relates them to clinical prospects for manipulating immune responses. One aspect of immune unresponsiveness is reviewed in each chapter and these articles are clear and informative. Some of the results cited are open to more than one interpretation and could be taken to illustrate different forms of tolerance, and I think that the reader would benefit from more discussion of the interrelationships between aspects of the subject dealt with in the separate chapters.
NINA WEDDERBURN
Senior Lecturer Institute of Basic Medical Sciences
Diseases of the Ear. S R Mawson & H Ludman 4th edn £28.50 London: Edward Arnold 1979 The fourth edition of this textbook, which is aimed unashamedly at postgraduate students, appears four years after its predecessor. It favours more of the basic sciences, applied anatomy rather than formal anatomical description, less descriptive surgery, and suggestions for further reading rather than an exhaustive list of references. There has been considerable revision in the light of advances in physiology and neuro-otology, These changes will consolidate the usefulness of this very successful textbook.
VICTOR BLOOM
Editor
